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1. Background information 
The vSphere Web Services version 6.5 SDK includes dozens of demos.  In order to scale 
to this gracefully and have a common mechanism for launching, the SDK authors created 
a common launching mechanism via a shell script or batch file which utilizes Java 
annotations to indicate which demo to launch.  In order to launch demos under the 
Eclipse Java debugger, some configuration of the resulting project is necessary, and this 
document is a brief guide to that process. 

2. Creating an Eclipse Debug Launch step by step 

2.1 Click on the debug button to open the launch dialog 
If this is the first time you can click the debug button, otherwise you should click the 
small down arrow next to the debug button, and then select “Debug Configurations…” 
 

 

2.2 Create a new Java Application launch 
Right click on the “Java Application” item in the list and select “New” 
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2.3 Enter the project, and Main class on the Main tab 
 
First select the project that you created.   
 
Next, for the “Main class” edit box, enter “com.vmware.common.Main”.  All demos 
use this as the launcher class.  
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2.4 Enter the values on the Arguments tab 

2.4.1 Program arguments 
You must enter the full Java class name of the demo that you want to launch.  In this 
example, com.vmware.general.Browser was used, though any of the other included 
demos can also be used. 
 
Note that after the class name you must enter any arguments required by the demo.  
Every demo is different in this regard, though most of them require  
--url 
--username 
--password 
 
In the case of this example, I gave a URL to a local vCenter instance alongside user name 
and password arguments. 
 

2.4.2 VM arguments 
Enter “-Xmx1024M” so that the Java virtual machine will use up to 1G for the heap. 
Enter “-Djava.util.logging.config.file=logging.properties” so that the logging properties 
file is used. 
 

2.4.3 Working Directory 
The Java libraries used for the secure connection require that a “connection.properties” 
file exists in the working directory when the demo starts up.  The default argument when 
we created the launch and selected the project resolves to our projects directory, which 
happens to contain connection.properties, so this works.  If you have some other 
configuration, you may need to specify the path to a directory with this file here. 
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2.5 Launching 
When you are ready, click the “Debug” button to launch.  In the Eclipse console you 
should see output similar to the following: 

 


